March/April 2015

Dear Green County 4-H Families:
Are you getting that summer itch yet? Are you looking forward to enjoying some warm, sunny days? Are you getting excited for the For a 4-H member, the County Fair is often a BIG deal. A wise 4-H leader I once knew called the County Fair the "SUPER BOWL of 4-H," but this leader was also quick to point out that no Super Bowl happens without an entire season beforehand.
As we enter the final months of our 4-H season, I offer you this challenge…if you have had some great project learning momentum this year, then work hard to keep that learning going. On the other hand, it isn't too late to make that late season push to really challenge yourself and engaging in some meaningful 4-H project work.
If you aren't certainly where to turn or how to get started with your project learning, please don't be afraid to ASK for help. You can ask your Club Organizational Leader, a Project Leader, and you can even call our UW-Extension Office. 4-H is all about learning, and we will do our best to help you find avenues to explore and learn about the projects you are interested in.
As you read through the Jr Fair Handbook (http://www.greencountyfair.net/site/judging/fairbook/) and prepared to submit your Online Fair Entry Form (Due: May 30, 11:59pm), I strongly encourage YOU -the 4-H member -to consider what project learning are you most proud of this year and which fair entry options will help you to best exhibit the new things you have learned. It isn't about necessarily exhibiting everything we've done in 4-H or only the things that we think are worthy of a blue ribbon, but rather exhibiting examples of our greatest learning.
Enjoy the rest of the spring season and here's to continued Learning by Doing! . We will do the spring clean-up for the Adopt-a-Highway program on Saturday, April 18 th . Talks/demonstrations were given from the archery, sheep and dairy projects. The Cloverbuds made snakes and planted flower cups.
 New Horizons: Submitted by Jaena LeGault, Secretary
Mar -Guest speaker, Lynn Lokken talked about barn quilts to club members. She told how she was in 4-H and is still learning by doing. The thought for the day was "Laughter is a noisy smile." Pizza sales have begun. Families donated to the Food Pantry Challenge and Family Promise. Club members will be doing a new community service project. Talks were given for the dog, scale models, shooting sports, and aerospace projects. Working project meetings were held for woodworking, crocheting and Cloverbuds. Officers met for the Heads Up session. Apr -Guest Speaker, Ellen Andrews talked about the four needs that 4-H is expected to meet. They are Belonging, Mastery, Independence, and Generosity. She did a mixer with youth and adults. The thought for the day was "Reach out for everything you want to achieve." A committee was formed for the "Pals to Pleasant View" project. want to become more informed about record books? It is our responsibility to promote 4-H to the public and within our 4-H Organization to see that the word gets out that "4-H IS HERE!" There are many different opportunities available through the 4-H program that are a benefit to all youth. Adults can join 4-H, too. Your skills and talents can be shared with the many youth who want to "Learn By Doing." DON'T FORGET! Fair entries are due by 11:59 PM on May 30. Entries will be done online this year so be sure you have them listed correctly. Don't forget to put the pre-fair judged projects on your entry form or you will not receive your premium. Be sure to read all the information listed in the front of each department in which you are enrolled in the online fair book If you need help or have questions, contact your leader.
Summer is just around the corner and with it comes the fair! Plan ahead and get those projects started now so you don't leave it to the last minute. Awards Q&A Corner ???
General Leader's Reminders
Hello to Members, Leaders and Parents
The Awards Committee is here to help you with questions and issues you may have concerning the county record book process. If you have questions about filling out the record book, send them along to Alissa or contact a member of the Awards Committee, listed below.
Hello to Members, Leaders and Parents, Fair time is fast approaching. Members are starting to think about fair projects and getting prepared. Record books will follow. When you have some free time, sit down and enter information into your record book. It will give you a head start and the process won't seem so overwhelming right after the fair. Members of the County Awards Committee are here to help anytime you have questions. If a question crosses your mind, contact a member of the committee listed below. We are here to help any way we can to see that members receive the awards they have earned. Q. I signed up to take 4 projects to the fair in a couple of different project areas. I didn't get all of the projects done because my rabbit died and I dropped my cake on the way to the Cake Revue. Am I still eligible to be considered for awards in these projects?
A. Yes, you are still eligible to be considered for project awards. Fill out your project record as you would for other projects. Be sure to tell us in your story why you didn't have an exhibit at the fair. Did you show your rabbit at a club meeting for a talk before he died? If so, this would count as an exhibit and could be entered under exhibits on the project record. 
Dairy Days 2015 -Hosted by Albany
New this year! Folks will gather for Mootails at 9:00 AM on Saturday, June 27 th , at the Albany Lions Club. At 9:30 AM, the queen candidates will answer the "BIG Question"….. followed by a Brunch at 10:00 AM. After the brunch, the parade is scheduled to start at 1: 
Retention of "Show Rights" For Animals Sold in the Auction
A beef exhibitor can retain show rights for WI State Fair by declaring their intent to the auction committee prior to the auction. Exhibitors must also provide a private written contract, signed by the exhibitor's parents and the buyer, to the auction clerks before the conclusion of the auction. The contract must state the exhibitor and parents agree to the following: to accept responsibility for any liability or claims caused by the steer, to provide proper care of the animal, to guarantee a minimum re-sale price to the buyer, to only exhibit the steer at the WI State Fair, and to have their auction check held until they confirm delivery of the animal to the buyer.
Green County Residency Rules for Auction Participation
Only exhibitors who are members of a Green County 4-H club or FFA chapter and have their primary residence in Green County are eligible to sell animals in the Green County Fur and Feather Auction. Members of Green County 4-H clubs or FFA chapters that do not have their primary residence in Green County may earn eligibility to participate in the Green County Fair Fur and Feather Auction by exhibiting chickens, turkeys or rabbits for one year prior to selling at the Green County Fair. They must also complete and turn in an Auction Record book by October 1st after their first year of exhibiting. To qualify to sell in the large animal auction an exhibitor would need to exhibit beef, sheep or swine for one year prior to selling. Exhibitors not having their primary residence in Green County would then be eligible to participate in the auctions they qualified for in their second year of exhibiting and beyond. 
Beef Green County Fair Carcass Show Reminders
The Green County Beef Producers will again be hosting the steer carcass show at the 2015 Green County Fair. Exhibitors are reminded they must either have a buyer for their carcass steer, or plan to have it processed for their own consumption. The steers will be judged live at the fair on Tuesday evening and then will be processed at Rackow Family Sausage, Juda, WI. All steers entered in the carcass contest must be processed at Rackow Family Sausage. All steers must be halter broken and have a daily gain of 2 pounds or more to participate in the carcass class. The Grand and Reserve Champion carcasses will be sold in the Meat Animal Sale (if the exhibitor has met qualifications) and the Green County Beef Producers will cover the processing costs for these two steers. New this year: All carcass steers will also be scanned for back fat, loin eye and marbling at the fair this year when they are weighed in.
Max Weight Rule for Auction Steers
Beef Market steers must weigh a minimum of 1,000 and a maximum of 1,450 pounds at the final weigh-in to sell in the auction. Beef steers weighing more than 1,450 pounds may be withdrawn from the auction OR sold through the auction as a 1,450 pound animal. Dairy steers must weigh a minimum of 1,300 and a maximum of 1,650 pounds at the final weighin to sell in the auction. Dairy steers weighing more than 1,650 pounds may be withdrawn from the auction OR sold through the auction as a 1,650 pound animal.
Beef Bedding Rules
All Green County Beef Exhibitors will be charged $10/head bedding fee for all beef animals entered at the 2015 Green County Fair. This fee is to help defray the cost of the bark bedding that is provided by the Green County Beef Producers. The bedding fee will be collected by the Green County Beef Producers at the 2015 Green County Fair. 
Rock County Beef Preview Show
Swine Carcass Class
Swine Carcass Class will be added back in 2015 and will replace the old Performance Class. Carcass pigs will be scanned and that data along with the live placing will determine the overall Champion and Reserve Champion Carcass Pigs, both of which will sell in the Meat Animal Auction. The champion market Gilt and Champion Market Barrow will show against each other to select a Supreme Champion and Reserve Champion Pig. These two pigs will also be sold in the auction.
Goats Goat Identification Rule
All goats shown at the 2015 Green County Fair must be ID'd in one of two ways before they arrive at the Green County Fairgrounds. If nonregistered, they MUST carry a scrapie tag. SCRAPIE TAGS MUST CARRY YOUR FARM NUMBER, THEY CANNOT BE PROVIDED FOR YOU. If registered and tattooed, please bring the original registration certificate and a copy to leave with the superintendent. We are inspected and need to be in compliance. If there are any questions, please contact Ron or Kelly Gordee at mlknhny@tds.net 
Jefferson County 4-H Goat Fun Show
WI Meat Goat Producers Network
Looking for information and resources on meat goats? Check out the new WI Meat Goat Producers Network website: http://wimeatgoatproducers.weebly.com/. Place: Park Behind Pleasant View on Cty N Time: 10:00 AM--12:00 PM We will be using Hula Hoops to discover what is inside a square foot. This is an outdoor project so please dress for the weather (unless it is raining). Additional information will be in the next Alphorn. 
Internal Parasites Workshop for Sheep & Goat Producers
Style Revue
Saturday, July 18 th ~ 11:00 AM Justice Center, Multi-Purpose Rooms Style Revue will be held with clothing construction judging during pre-fair judging on Saturday, July 18 th . I would prefer to look at them printed out, even if only on regular printer paper and in black & white (you can place 4 pics on a page).
Please note that you can now exhibit
We will be using "cropping L's" and rule of third grids to help with cropping and subject placement.
Also write down the classes that you entered and I can help give you ideas and what the judge is looking for.
If you have a DSLR and want to learn more how to use it, such as shooting entirely in manual mode, aperture priority, or shutter priority -bring it!! You may want to bring the owners manual with also.
I REALLY want to help each one of you and answer your questions. I want to help those of you who have just started shooting and want to learn the basics to those who have been in the project many years and want to understand lighting and editing better and how to give your photos that extra "zing" that catches peoples eye.
Looking forward to seeing all of you on the 30th, Ruth Vosberg 214-2295 drvosberg@wekz.net 
Wild and Woolly Photo Contest
4-H Arts Camp
The statewide 4-H Arts Camp for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders is scheduled for October 3-4, 2015 at Camp Upham Woods, Wisconsin Dells. Youth will get together to explore and participate in the exciting world of the arts: theatre and drama, photography, communication, music, visual art and more! Campers will learn plenty of creative ideas to bring home for their club. Up to six youth from each county may apply. More will be accepted if space is available. Camp is $75.00 for campers ($55.00 for adult chaperones) which includes a camp T-shirt. The Camper/Adult Chaperone application is now available on the State 4-H website at http://fyi.uwex.edu/wi4harts/arts-camp/. Application and payment deadline is September 1. 
4-H Arts Camp -Youth Staff Applications
Exchange Group
The Green County Inter-State Exchange group is almost ready to go! Early in July, 17 4-H members and 2 chaperones will travel to Thurston County, Washington! We can't wait to be reunited with our friends that we met last year when they visited Wisconsin! Details are coming together and we are starting to learn what exciting things we will be seeing while there. For those of you that don't know what the Exchange program is all about, we would love to explain it to you. We partner with a county in another part of the country. Once the match is made, we host their group for one week in the summer and travel to visit them for a week the following year. Members stay in the homes of another 4-H member. Lifelong friends are made and amazing experiences are all part of the deal! Just ask any current or past member! Members must be 7th grade or older and be willing to make a two year commitment to this group! If you would like more information about Exchange, we will forming a new group later this summer! Give us a call and we can get you more details. We already have some interest from new members and would love a few more! We would be willing to make a presentation to your club at a meeting if you would prefer that. Just let us know and we can get something set up. Contact Jeff and Chris Stauffacher at jcrstauff@charter.net or 608-215-8853 for more details. 
Plants & Soil Sciences Green County Land Judging Contest
Jr. Leaders Corner
The Jr Leaders held their meeting on April 6th, where they discussed changes to the dairy bar layout and menu. Presentations were made by both the foods subcommittee and the building subcommittee regarding these changes. The members also took up changing the meeting date of the group each month, adding additional meeting dates June. Anyone interested in joining the Dairy Bar Committee, there will be a meeting scheduled on Saturday April19th at 1pm at the Youth and Action building located in the Green County Fairgrounds. The next Jr leaders meeting will be May 11th at 7pm at the UWEX office. Anyone interested in joining the Jr. Leaders Program please contact the extension office for more details.
Additional Youth Leader Opportunities! 1/2 cup (1 stick) butter, softened 2 cups sifted all-purpose flour 1 cup sugar 1 teaspoon baking powder 2 eggs 1 teaspoon soda 1 teaspoon vanilla 1/2 teaspoon salt 1 cup dairy sour cream (must be commercial cultured sour cream purchased from the dairy counter)
TOPPING:
3/4 cup sugar 1 teaspoon cinnamon 1/3 cup firmly packed brown sugar First combine topping ingredients in small bowl; set aside.
Cream butter and sugar until well mixed; beat in eggs and vanilla. Add sour cream. Add the dry ingredients which have been sifted together; mix until blended. Spread 1/2 of batter in pan and sprinkle with half of the TOPPING; spread remaining batter and sprinkle the remaining TOPPING on top. Bake for about 40 minutes or until cake springs back when lightly touched with finger.
When cool, cut cake in 15 pieces as in diagram shown above:
Cover a 9x13 inch piece of cardboard with plastic wrap, foil, or waxed paper, securing with scotch tape if necessary. Take each piece out of pan individually and place on covered cardboard, arranging in same position as they were in baking pan. Cover cake with plastic wrap after it is on the cardboard. NOTE: Please cut cardboard to exact size of cake for ease in storing. The sign should be at least 4x8 feet in size so it can be easily seen (Plywood is recommended). Any material can be used for the sign, so be CREATIVE! Use bright colors and large print (light colored background works best). The sign must be easily seen by the public and must be in a prominent location (i.e. Intersections, lot corners, town entrances, building walls, etc.)
Prizes
Sign Must Include: 
